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Advantages and Disadvantages of Welfare Policies
[bookmark: _GoBack]Welfare policies involve searching for equality where factors such as how to effectively use resources, amelioration of pain, social ills, and poverty. They are programs meant for public assistance through the distribution of assistance funds gained from wealthier citizens by taxes. There are a lot of benefits and disadvantages resulting from such policies. Some of the advantages include the improvement of access to health. By providing equal access to imperative healthcare services to all citizens, everyone benefits from the system. This system is particularly more important for the citizens who are unable to be consistently employed which implies that they could be having difficulties in obtaining good healthcare insurance. It is also helpful to people with disabilities. It also enables some children to have essential needs. Some children are born to parents who are unable to handle financial responsibilities including providing basic needs such as shelter, clothing, and food for them. Welfare helps such parents take care of such needs. Additionally, welfare aids in the reduction of crime rates. This is because it addresses the need for basic needs which is usually a motivator for money-related crimes. An example of this case is the 1930s Great Depression where a 10% increase in relief spending led to a 1.5% reduction in property crime (Johnson, Kantor, & Fishback, 2007).
	The downsides to welfare policies, on the other hand, include increased dependency. This is because permitting unemployed people to receive money can encourage the feeling of dependence, reduced motivation, and laziness. Interestingly, it can also lead to an increase in crime rates too. In a study conducted by Foley (2011) on crime in US cities, it was observed that temporal patterns in crime were discovered to increase with the amount of time that had passed since the last welfare payment disbursement. This shows that welfare beneficiaries quickly use welfare-related income and then try to supplement it through crime. This, again, proves the first point; that it encourages dependence and laziness. Additionally, it encourages financially unstable people to have many children which are a burden to the government.
How Welfare Policies are Viewed According to Different Ideologies
Liberals
	According to liberals, all support welfare policies including long-term welfare are important safety nets that address the needs of the poor (Student News Daily, 2010). According to them, welfare is, therefore, inevitable in bringing fairness to the American economic environment.
Conservative
	Conservatives oppose long-term welfare policies. According to conservatives, the government needs to provide opportunities aimed at making it possible for needy people to become self-reliant (Student News Daily, 2010). The conservatives find it more compassionate to encourage self-reliance as opposed to encouraging dependence on government provisions.
Libertarians
	Most libertarians oppose welfare state although the notion is neither fundamental nor universal to the libertarians (Zwolinski, 2016). According to most libertarians, the opposition of the welfare state results from being consistent in applying moral common sense (Zwolinski, 2014). Apart from encouraging dependency, libertarians find welfare state coercive in that, giving one’s own money to charity is not similar to doing what the state does which is giving money that one has coercively seized from others (Zwolinski, 2014). The welfare state and thus welfare policies, in general, is regarded as a coercive redistribution of wealth which is against the libertarian ideal of freedom. To this, libertarians believe that people don’t have moral obligations to support others and forcing such is, therefore, wrong.
Radicals
	Radicals have a differing view on social welfare policies (SWP) and the welfare state (WS) depending on their social class. According to them, the very existence of SWP and WS depicts the presence of class conflict. Therefore, the central question is not on opposing or supporting welfare as a policy, but to find ways to undo the evil brought about by capitalism.
The Mission of the Social Work Profession
	There are 6 core values for social workers; service, social justice, dignity, human relationships importance, integrity, and competence outlined by the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) (2017). I am largely in agreement with such values. This is because these values are inevitable in observing the code of ethics outlined by NASW such as general proper conduct, a responsibility to clients, and responsibility to the profession and social work among others. On conduct, for instance, the code demands that social workers maintain high personal conduct standards, strive to maintain high-level professionalism, engage in consistent learning, and consider serving as the most profound social work element. These demands cannot be achieved without the values service, dignity, and integrity. Consistent learning, for example, is tailored toward enhancing competence which would be futile if enhancing competence is not one of a social worker’s values.
The requirements on the responsibilities to clients are also dependent on the core values. On this regard, the code requires social workers to make their clients a primary responsibility, respect their clients’ privacy and keep confidential the shared information during their service provision, and charge reasonable fees for their services. These requirements, as can be seen, require the core values to be deeply inculcated in a social worker. A social worker with dignity and integrity, for instance, is unlikely to overcharge their clients for services offered.
Another reason why I agree with the outlined core values is how intuitive they are. One of the core values of social workers is social justice. This is a clear extension to the core duties of social workers which involves helping people to navigate challenges in their life. It, therefore, makes sense to take one step further and engage in advocacy endeavors aimed at raising awareness regarding social matters on national, state, or local levels. Also, the other outlined core values, as shown above, are inevitable for the social workers to observe the code of ethics and, therefore, acts as a summary for everything needed.
I am, however, not in complete support of the outlined core values. Particularly, I don’t fully support social justice to be considered a core value. An exception to this is the special group of social workers known as the Bachelor’s Social Workers (BSW) whose core duty is to work with community organizations, policy-makers, and groups to develop/improve services, programs, social conditions, and policies among others (Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2019). This is because it seems intuitive for them to engage in social justice work. For the other types of social workers such as Healthcare Social Workers (who are tasked with helping their patients to understand their diagnoses and, hence, make necessary changes to their healthcare, and lifestyle) and Child and Family Social Workers (who are tasked with protecting vulnerable children and helping families that are in need of assistance), I don’t think social justice should be an obligation. The ethical principles outlined by NASW (2017) demand that social workers engage in activities aimed at promoting knowledge and sensitivity about discrimination, unemployment, poverty, ethnic and cultural diversity, and oppression among others. These requirements, according to me, seem coercive in that a person is forced to perform actions more actions than what is required by their specialty in social work. I, however, would like it if social workers perform such tasks even when it has been removed from the core values.
One core value I’d like to see added in the core values is courage. This is because social work involves working in unpredictable and sometimes dangerous environments aimed at addressing unemployment, poverty, ethnic discrimination, oppression, etc. Social justice work particularly needs lots of courage for effective navigation of issues that arise in the process.
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